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COEO Events 

Ontario Wilderness Leadership Symposium, April 30th & May 1st, 2021 
We were able to organize a virtual version of the Ontario Wilderness Leadership Symposium 
(OWLS). This year we partnered with two other organizations for the event, Canadian Outdoor 
Professionals Association (CANOPA) and Project Canoe. We were also able to use grant money 
from the Cabela’s Canada Outdoor Fund to bring in some great speakers while still keeping the 
cost of this event low for participants. 

Annual Fall Conference, September 25, 2021 at Camp Couchiching 
We were able to host our first in-person event since the start of the pandemic, with many 
enthusiastic outdoor educators gathering for a single day of learning & networking. 

Webinars 

COEO hosted several successful webinars throughout the year, covering a variety of topics 
requested by our members. We hosted one free webinar in December as a trial, then hosted 
monthly webinars from February through June. We opted to make the webinar series free for 
COEO members but were also made available to non-members at a sliding scale cost of $5 or 
$20. These webinars were a great opportunity for learning and discussion amongst members of 
our community. They seemed to be appreciated as a benefit of membership, and they also 
provided a low-cost point of entry to COEO for non-members. The December webinar is 
available on COEO’s YouTube channel, and it is our hope to make some of the other webinar 
recordings available too at some point in the near future. 

• Engaging Students In Nature-Based Programming Online - Barbara Sheridan – December 
30th, 2020 

• Building Confidence with Knives - Kevin Fraser - February 25th, 2021 
• Breaking Barriers to Outdoor Education - Bonnie Anderson - March 25th, 2021 
• OPHEA Guidelines for Outdoor Education - Deborah Diebel and Stéphane Giroux - April 

15th, 2021 
• Virtual Summer Camp Programs - Barbara Sheridan, Liz Jankowski, Danielle Barrett - May 

27th, 2021 
• A Journey into Forest & Nature School - Matt and Kim Simpson, Free Spirit Forest and 

Nature School – June 17, 2021  
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Advocacy 

The Ministry of Education requested COEO’s feedback on the current science curriculum, 
focusing on outlining current connections to outdoor education and ways this could be 
improved in updates to the curriculum. Thank you to Ben Blakey, Aaron Parcher, and Bonnie 
Anderson for compiling this feedback 

Submitted feedback to the Ministry of Education regarding discussion questions posed in the 
review of CCEYA regarding creating a licensing scheme for forest / outdoor programs. Thank 
you to Barbara Sheridan, Karen O’Krafka, and Angela Camozzi for contributing their thoughts 
for COEO’s submission. 

Collaborations & Partnerships 

Throughout this past year we had meetings and conversations with several kindred 
organizations, discussing possible opportunities for future collaborations and partnerships. It is 
our hope that we will be able to continue this relationships in the coming years. These 
organizations included: 

• Ontario Society for Environmental Education (OSEE) 
• Take Me Outside 
• Child & Nature Alliance of Canada 
• Pathway to Stewardship and Kinship / EcoMentors 
• Outdoor Council of Canada 

Pathways 

Pathways continues to deliver quality content with great contributions from guest editors. We 
struggled a bit to meet publication deadlines this year due to COVID-19, but we are close to 
being caught up. We are always looking for authors, artists and editors to join the Pathways 
Board. As always, the goal remains to produce an excellent Ontario journal of outdoor 
education. A big thank you to the chair, Kyle Clarke, and all the members of the Pathways 
editorial board working hard to produce this incredible quarterly journal. 

Social Media 

We have been slowly growing our social media presence, especially on Instagram where we 
have surpassed 1000 followers. We have also grown our YouTube channel, our newest social 
media account, to over 150 subscribers. 

Other Projects 

Ben Blakey & Liz Jankowski have begun doing interviews with some of the founding COEO 
members, capturing their knowledge and stories as we approach our 50th anniversary. 

The Outdoor Learning Tips document, initially compiled last year by Hil Coburn & Liz Kirk, was 
translated into French this year through the efforts of Jennifer Bernier & Danielle Barrett. 
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I want to express my gratitude to each member of the 2020-2021 Board of Directors for all of 
their hard work. We have been able to accomplish quite a bit, finding ways to continue growing 
our community and offer opportunities for learning even amidst a pandemic. 
 

I would also like to thank everyone in the COEO community; it has been a pleasure to serve as 
your president these past two years. I look forward to continuing my involvement with COEO 
over the next few years in my new capacity as Past President. 
 
 


