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Please consider the environment before printing this newsletter.

COEO Os NEW INITIATIVESRE ADVOCACY FOR OEE

On Monday May 5, COEO will be meeting with representatives from Ontario Nature (formerly The
Federation of Ontario Naturalists), the Evergreen Foundation, and Environmental Education Ontario
(EEON), as well as faculty from York (Environmental Studies) and Lakehead Universities. Their purpose
will be to review the recommendations of the 2007 report of the Ontario Working Group on
Environmental Education (a.k.a. The Bondar Report) and to highlight those which this coalition feels
deserve particular attention and even modification. COEO is particularly interested in strengthening the
final recommendation that suggests the Ministry of Education seek monies from other provincial
ministries in order to fund outdoor education programs. This, quite simply, is not the way government
works. COEO therefore wishes to refer the government to the recommendations contained in its 2007
Research Summary document, particularly that OEE receive official recognition as a learning
methodology crucial to the achievement of ecological literacy as well as one that significantly impacts
the development of character (both in terms of personal traits and social skills), wellbeing, and a vast
range of curriculum-based learning outcomes.

For more information on COEOOQs researckbased recommendations to the Ontario government, go to
WWW.Cc0e0.org/news.htm

COEOOQs Board of Directors is also seriously considering the possibility of hiring lobbyists to assist with
its promotion of OEE to the Ontario government. The timing is right: we have a recently published and
highly regarded research summary in hand, and we have a government that, despite the possibility of a
recession, is predisposed to our message. If such a partnership provides us with access to high-ranking
officials, then so be it.

To order your own copy of COEOOs acclaimedReconnecting Children Through Outdoor Education: A
Research Summary (if you somehow have not already done so!), go to www.coeo.org/news.htm

A GLOWING EXAMPLE OF PERSISTENT ADVOCACY

Many of you will know Tom Puk, a Lakehead professor of Ecological Consciousness and a long time,
persistent advocate for bringing the Ontario Ministry of Education under the Provincial Environmental Bill
of Rights as well as for the teaching of Ecological Literacy to not only our school children but all Ontario
citizens.




TomOs story has recently taken an abrupt and promising turn for the better. He has not only been wél
received at QueenOs Park by the Ministers of Education, Natural Resources, and Colleges, Universities
and Training, but the Minister of Education also came up to Thunder Bay recently to hear a presentation
by Tom and his students. TomOs longstanding pas®n is clear and unequivocal: Now is the time for all
organizations to unite and call for a new, distinct subject area in Ecological Literacy. As | explained to
the Minister, the Bondar report will not result in any substantive ecological literacy in the short period of
time required.

TomOs flight from Thunder Bay to Toronto was offset by emissions savings made by his students ... | am

not sure whether or not the Minister of Education was able to likewise for her flight to T.B. This is a most
heartening story. Congratulations, Tom, and weOd love to hear more!

UPCOMING P.D. OPPORTUNITIES

ADVENTUREWORKS!

Here is an update re organizational member Adventureworks and their many upcoming opportunities for
high calibre OEE professional development.
For more details, go to www.adventureworks.org _ or call 877-311-5683.

Games Workshop June 12 Trent University, Peterborough ON
OTeamwork & TeamplayO with Jim Cain November 21 Norval Outdoor School, Norval ON
ONuts& BoltsO with Jim Cain November 22 Norval Outdoor School, Norval ON
Facilitating Adventure Based Learning October 6-7 Canterbury Hills, Ancaster ON
Low Ropes Facilitator May 14-16 Canterbury Hills, Ancaster ON
Assistant High Ropes Instructor May 7-11 Canterbury Hills, Ancaster ON
Ropes Course Instructor May 28-June 1 Canterbury Hills, Ancaster ON
Ropes Course Refresher May 10 Canterbury Hills, Ancaster ON
Ropes Course Recertification Testing May 11 (Level 1 & 2) | Canterbury Hills, Ancaster ON

INTERNATIONAL CAMPING CONFERENCE in QUEBEC CITY

The VIII International Camping Congress with the support of the International Camping Congress is
back in Canada in Quebec City (celebrating 400 years) and scheduled for October 4-7 to be held in
conjunction with the biannual conference of World Leisure. Drs Stephen Fine and Troy Glover (Canada)
and Dr Deb Bialeschki (US) will be presenting within a research forum that is embedded within the
program of the Conference. The website is www.iccquebec2008.com

Thanks to John Jorgenson, Camp Tawingo, for this item.




OUTDOOR NEWS

KINDERGARTEN MOVES INTO THE WOODS

German Tots Learn to Answer Call of Nature
By Mike Esterl April 14, 2008; Page Al

IDSTEIN, Germany -- Each weekday, come rain or shine, a group of children, ages 3 to 6, walk into a
forest outside Frankfurt to sing songs, build fires and roll in the mud. To relax, they kick back in a giant
"sofa" made of tree stumps and twigs.

The birthplace of kindergarten is returning to its roots. While schools and parents elsewhere push young
children to read, write and surf the Internet earlier in order to prepare for an increasingly cutthroat global
economy, some little Germans are taking a less traveled path -- deep into the woods.

Excerpted from the Wall Street Journal, Monday, April 14, 2008. Read entire article at:
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB120813155330311577.htmI?mod=2 1559 leftbox

Thanks to Tim Grant, editor of Green Teacher Magazine, for sharing this item.

RESOURCES

FAMED CANADIAN ARTIST WANTS OUR KIDS OUTDOORS

Built on research and supported by a diverse array of educators, organizations, governments and
corporations, the Robert Bateman Get to Know Program  has been inspiring connections between
youth and nature for nearly a decade. Focused on encouraging youth to go outdoors and Oget to knowO
their wild neighbours, the programs initiatives include a writing and art contest, an interactive CD,
various products, and an innovative school program.

Go to http://www.gettoknow.ca/index.php __ to learn more about all the resources available through this
program.

Thanks to COEO member Neil Piller at St. George’s School in Vancouver for this.

ENVIRONMENT CANADA NATURE DRAWING CONTEST

If you are between 6 and 12 years old, or between grades 1 to 6, you can participate in this exciting
drawing contest! What is the unknown sound of the deep blue sea? Share your ideas and creativity with
us between April 30th and June 15th.

More details on Environment Canada's web site.



RESOURCES (continued)

BIODIVERSITY

The Convention on Biodiversity (part of the United Nations Environment Program) has just launched its
first educational module for children and teachers on biodiversity and agriculture b the 2008 theme for
the International Day for Biological Diversity. The module comprises of an online educational web portal
for primary school students and five accompanying lesson plans for educators. The module has been
designed to engage students in a variety of fun and active exercises reflecting the principles of
education for sustainable development.

The childrenOs web portal can be viewed ahttps://www.cbhd.int/ibd/2008/youth/ __ Educators can
download the childrenOs web portal in booklet format and the lesson plans at
https://www.cbd.int/ibd/2008/Resou__rces/teachers.shtml

The web portal and lesson plans introduce, at an age-appropriate level, the concept of biological
diversity and highlight the importance of sustainable agriculture not only to preserve biodiversity, but
also to ensure that we will be able to feed the world, maintain agricultural livelihoods, and enhance
human well being into the 21st century and beyond. At the same time, it encourages students to explore
the importance of maintaining the world's biological diversity, upon which future agricultural production
and cultural diversity are so dependant.

BULLFROG POWER http:// www.bullfrogpower.com

So, Kermit claims itOs not easy being green? Well, according to MargareBlack (an elementary teacher,
environmental activist and Friend of COEO in Midhurst), hereOs a surdire and riveting step:

All our power is now fed into the grid via Bullfrog Power's certified low-impact hydroelectric and wind
turbines, located on the Bruce Peninsula, Manitoulin Island and across the north shore of Lake
Superior. We pay more (8.9 cents per kilowatt hour, instead of 5.0 cents per kilowatt hour) for green
power, over conventional power, but that only works out to approximately $25.00-$30.00 per month
extra. With Bullfrog Power, there is no contract to sign. Our delivery agent (Hydro One Networks)
remains the same, and so does our delivery fee and debt retirement fee. In the case of a blackout, we
continue to seek solutions from Hydro One.

Margaret goes on to point out how helpful Bullfrog has been in showing how much pollution she has
spared the environment by powering her pad with green energy.

Oh, and donOt forget to check out MargaretOs fabulous environmental initiatives with henstents (The
Migration Project and Whooping Crane Central) at: http://sky.prohosting.com/mansterg




RESOURCES (continued)

GRANTS (notincluding me) FOR ENVIRONMENTALLY -MINDED YOUTH

The Brower Youth Awards just launched the 2008 prize search for outstanding youth leaders. They
honor six young people annually with a $3000 cash award and a weeklong trip to the San Francisco Bay
Area. During that week, award recipients will participate in a week of media and public outreach and be
recognized at an awards ceremony attended by 900 members of the public. Apply today for the 2008
Brower Youth Award at http://www.broweryouthawards.org

Applications for the 2008 awards are due May 15.

If you're just getting started, The Youth Venture - Lorax Challenge can give you the support you need to
launch your idea, including up to $1000. Earth Island Institute has partnered with Youth Venture and Dr.
Seuss Enterprises to give youth in the U.S. and Canada ages 12-20 support to launch new
environmental ventures. Find out more at www.newleadersinitiative.org

The deadline for Action Plan submissions is May 31st, 2008.

NEED SOME ASSISTANCE WITH TRAVELLING ODOWN UNDERO?

COEO has established an ongoing relationship with VOEA, The Victorian Outdoor Education
Association, including the exchange of each otherOs newsletters and VOEAOSs ordering 60 copies of our
Research Summary.

Jodie Taylor is an Education Officer with VOEA and she has offered to host outdoor educators visiting
from Canada and to help with setting up other hosts in the area. And, of course, Jodie, hopefully some
of our COEO members would be only too pleased to offer similar hospitality up in this neck of the
woods.

WORTH REPEATING

As the federal Conservatives attempt to kill a private members bill designed to limit CO2 emissions by
filibustering the committee now studying it, environmental activist Julie Johnston (also a Friend of
COEQ) fires off the following missive to our Prime Minister.

It is this editor’s opinion that, as outdoor educators, we are morally obliged to take an informed and
proactive stance on major environmental issues such as climate change.

SSSSSESSSSSSSESSEEEE>>



April 8, 2008.
Prime Minister Harper,

| understand that Canadians' safety from rising global temperatures is to trump corporate profits in a new
bill, you've warned.

| understand that your government has announced "sweeping" new legislation to protect Canadians from
unsafe greenhouse gas emissions and pollution, warning companies that care more about their profits
than the impacts of global climate change on their fellow Canadians will face "severe punishment."

| understand that this new legislation arms the Minister of Environment with far-reaching new powers to
close down oil and gas companies, after a series of high-profile reports of impending climate change
doom from scientists around the world in the last year.

| understand that you believe that many corporations take their responsibilities seriously, but there are a
few "who care more about the almighty dollar than the safety" of their fellow Canadians.

| understand that you said today, "They cut corners and play fast and loose" with their greenhouse gas
emissions. You continued: "To these outfits | say: Be warned. You will soon face severe punishment if
you willfully expose Canadians to danger."

| understand that you said in a speech today that "Canadians rightly expect their national government to
police the safety" of industrial emissions. Greenhouse gas "regulation in Canada needs to be more
rigorous," you continued.

If the legislation passes the House of Commons, | heard, there will be "a blanket prohibition" against
emissions "that are dangerous to human health or safety."

| understand that this will be "a first in Canada," allowing the environment minister to ban any emissions
with an "existing or potential hazard," which means Canadians are protected even if the exposure has
chronic adverse effect many years later -- such as, say, failed agriculture and food shortages, droughts
and floods and water shortages, a huge increase in vector-borne diseases, catastrophic weather events,
and extinction of 90% of life on the planet, including the human species.

Pardon? What? Did | get it wrong? | didn't understand? You were actually talking about little toys with
lead in their paint? Oh, I'm sorry, | thought maybe you finally GOT that global climate change is kind of
important and urgent.

How does one say to one's prime minister, in polite terms, "I'm getting pretty pissed off with you and
your lack of leadership on the most important issue and urgent threat ever to face humanity"?

Or perhaps it's too late for politeness. Pass the damn Climate Change Accountability Act, then show
some cojones and shut down the tar sands (keeping that carbon in the ground to act as a carbon sink) —



before you guarantee your children and grandchildren a life of hell. That is, if they have a future at all,
after eating all those toys with lead

paint.

Canadians' safety from rising global temperatures must trump corporate profits.

With any due respect, and very sincerely,

Julie Johnston
Pender Island, BC

ABOUT THIS ELECTRONIC NEWSLETTER

The Friends of COEOQ electronic newsletter is available, blind-copied and at no charge, to those
interested in OEE in Ontario. It does not include the OEE job postings usually found in the memberOs
monthly version of this letter.

If you would like to learn more about membership in COEO, please go to:
www.coeo.org/membership.htm




