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UPCOMING EVENTS

COEO ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2007 Fri. Sept. 28" to Sun. Sept. 30"
YMCA CAMP WANAKITA

Conference organizer: Shane Kramer

Registrar: Pam Miller

Treasurer: Judy Kramer

0.K., you don’t have to worry about being ask to take on one of the BIG jobs, thanks to Shane,
Pam and Judy. So, how can you help make this the kind of “an old fashioned COEO
conference” that we would all love to experience.

Please contact Shane if you are willing to help out! shanerkra@yahoo.ca

MARK WHITCOMBE’s RE-TIREMENT Saturday June 23, 2007 11:30 am to 4 pm
Sheldon Centre for Outdoor Education

Yes, that icon of outdoor education centres in Ontario, that paragon of all things OEE and
COEOQ, has decided that it's high time to re-tire (i.e., get a new set of wheels) and to see what
ripples he can create in endeavours of his own choosing. This gathering will feature a deluxe
BBQ buffet lunch followed by presentations, cake, and an old-fashioned barn dance. So, don’t
be left out standing in some field. Go to http://toes.tdsb.on.ca/retirement, download the flyer
with full details, and be sure to register before this June 1%

The Third Annual RISK MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE for Outdoor Education
Mon/Tues. May 28-29, 2007

Go to http://www.riskmanagementconference.ca to learn details about and to register for this

national conference set in eastern Ontario.

ADVENTUREWORKS TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES FOR THIS SPRING & FALL

Go to www.adventureworks.orq for full information concerning certification courses in low
ropes, high ropes, climbing wall, top rope basics, and rigging for rescue. Introductory interest
courses in rock climbing also available.




UNIVERSITY OF GUELPH Convenient Solutions for Inconvenient Truths?

Is switching your light bulbs enough?
On a global, local, and individual scale, we all have roles to play in environmental change.
Join us for a thought-provoking discussion on current and emerging challenges, and the
potential to lessen our impact. Find out how you can realistically reduce your environmental
footprint. Hosted by U of G President Alastair Summerlee, representatives from different interest
areas will discuss pressing issues and possible solutions.
When: Friday, June 22, 7:00 p.m.  Where: Rozanski Hall, University of Guelph
For more information or to register free, call 519-824-4120 x53965, or e-mail:
talks@uoguelph.ca. Please leave your name, e-mail address and/or phone number.

OTHER NEWS OF NOTE

WANT TO SHOW UP OVER” HOSPITALITY TO A GUEST FROM “DOWN UNDER”?

Mark Dingle, the Executive Officer of the Victorian Outdoor Education Association (that’s in
Australia, not 19" century Britain) arrives in Canada on Saturday May 26 for attendance at the
aforementioned Risk Management Conference in Ottawa. He has Sunday May 27" in Toronto,
and he would love to meet with a bunch of COEO folks to discuss what’s happening in our neck
of the woods. If you have some time to play host, Mark would love to hear from you and
perhaps, by way of some attempt at coordination, you could CC me also.

Mark can be reached at: education@voea.vic.edu.au and I'm at: glinney1@cogeco.ca

ADVOCACY FOR OEE

Producing an 80-page document that summarizes the great and lasting values of OEE is not
good enough. Now, we must promote it, get it into the right hands, and speak to people who just
might listen and make a difference in these times of great concerns about environmental
degradation and our children’s health. We need all the help we can get on this one, so don’t be
shy ... speak up, spread the word, and let us know how we can help you. In the immortal words
of one Red Green, “We’re all in this together.”

Note that the Wye Marsh is now threatened with closure due to some federal government anal
retentive bureaucracy. If you wish to lend support to yet another beleaguered program, contact
COEO member Paul Strome at: paul.strome@peelsb.com or Margaret Black at:
margaret.a.black@gmail.com

Here are a few things that COEO is doing:

* An electronic copy of our submission to the Ontario government Working Group on
Environmental Education (Roberta Bondar’s group) will be posted on our web site
shortly.

* Grant Linney will be in Ottawa tomorrow (May 14) to discuss our Research Summary
with an advisor from the Premier’s office. He will also be presenting to the Ottawa
Carleton District School Board as to why they should keep the MacSkimming and Bill



Mason Centres open in these times of severe fiscal difficulty. The text of this
presentation will also be posted on our web site shortly.

* Grant will also be joining Cam Collyer (Evergreen Foundation) and Richard Louv (author
of Last Child in the Woods) for a web cast discussion on children and nature for TVO’s
parent program, Your Voice, between 1 and 1:30 p.m. this Tuesday May 15th

RECONNECTING CHIIDREN Through Outdoor Education: A Research Summary

Don’t have your own copy as yet? ... What are you thinking?!

How about others who need to see this document in order to understand the great potential of
outdoor and experiential education in today’s world?

For full details about COEQO’s landmark publication, go to: www.coeo.org/news.htm

N.B. The Executive Summary of the document will be posted on our web site shortly.

More testimonials:

Reconnecting Children Through Outdoor Education is a timely and indispensable how-to-
manual for anyone who cares about the wellbeing of our children and the environment. It
contains up-to-date national and international research that unequivocally demonstrates the
crucial role that Outdoor Education can have in ensuring that our children become
environmentally responsible, physically fit and engaged citizens. It explains how Outdoor
Education can motivate learners, provide opportunities for personal and interpersonal growth
and assist children to develop a personal relationship with the natural world on which all life
depends. It also contains a series of practical, sensible evidence-based recommendations that -
if implemented - would move the research into action. | urge you to obtain your own copy of this
landmark study as well as another copy for your favorite decision-maker.

Our children will thank you.

Diane Beckett, Coordinator, Outdoor Education Council of Ottawa

Thanks so much for sending me the research summary. It looks great and supports many of my
own findings. The objectives laid out also align very closely with our school's. | think this is an
important piece and should prove instrumental for individuals and groups attempting to increase
credibility to build programs and secure funding. Your recommendations for the Ministry are
particularly timely. Well done to all concerned.

Neil Piller, Head of Outdoor Education, St. George’s School, Vancouver



