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RECONNECTING CHIIDREN Through Outdoor Education
A Research Summary

COEO is very proud to announce its landmark publication of Reconnecting Children
Through Outdoor Education, an 80-page document summarizing a wide array of current
and international research into the multiple, powerful and lasting outcomes produced
through outdoor and experiential education (OEE). This comprehensive document has
169 endnotes and 101 references. The findings are reported according to COEOÕs four
stated values, namely, education for curriculum and community, education for
character, education for wellbeing, and education for environment.

In addition to a text that details compelling research outcomes, different OEE programs
and exemplary instances of government initiatives to establish and make effective use
of OEE, it features a number of great colour photos of students powerfully connecting
with themselves, others and their natural surroundings through outdoor learning. It also
provides a number of evidence-based recommendations to the Ontario government as
well as to Canadian postgraduate schools.

COEO hopes that Reconnecting Children will contribute significantly to current
discussions about making todayÕs youth more active and comfortable in the outdoors,
more confident about their own natural abilities and their interactions with others, and
more connected through their hands, heart and mind to the natural life support systems
of this planet.

This is a document whose time has come. It has already received enthusiastic
endorsements from Ronald Wright (the 2004 Massey Lecturer and author of A Short
History of Progress), Edmund OÕSullivan (Professor Emeritus at the Ontario Institute for
Studies in Education Ð OISE), Elise Houghton of Environmental Education Ontario Ð
EEON, Dr. Peter Carter of the Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment
Ð CAPE, and Jasper Blake who is the 2006 Canadian Ironman Champion.

Order your personal copy and tell others about it also. This publication belongs in the
hands of every outdoor and environmental educator in Canada and beyond.

The form for orders within Ontario is a part of this newsletter.
For further information (including the endorsements), as well as for orders outside
Ontario and outside Canada, go to www.coeo.org/news.htm



BE PART OF A GLOBAL PETITION TO THE G8 LEADERS re CLIMATE CHANGE

If you have a March break moment in the next 24 or so hours, here's a very worthwhile
global petition that is being circulated via the Internet and that will be put to immediate
and good use.

On Thursday March 15th, the environment ministers from the G8, the world's biggest
contributors to climate change, will be meeting in Germany. The outcome of this
meeting will play a key role in determining the world's response to global warming.

AVAAZ has been invited to attend this meeting in order to present the climate change
petition found at the following link.
Help seize this opportunity to shape the G8's agenda by signing the petition here:
http://www.avaaz.org/en/climate_action_germany

The G8 is a summit of world leaders from the "Group of 8" largest economies. Together,
these countries account for 50% of global greenhouse gas emissions--the gases that
cause climate change. The full G8 summit is coming in June, but the agenda and
outcome of this type of high-profile event is usually set far in advance - at meetings like
this one of the Environment Ministers.

This year, the president of the G8 is German Chancellor Angela Merkel. Her
environment minister, Sigmar Gabriel, is in charge of the ministers meetings from March
15th-17th. At 4 pm on Thursday the 15th, AVAAZ has a personal meeting with Mr.
Gabriel to present this petition for binding emissions targets to stop catastrophic climate
change. Chancellor Merkel has indicated an interest in making climate change a top
priority. With a significant global petition, we can make the case that the world is ready
for aggressive leadership on climate change - and pave the way for truly historic
commitments at the G8 summit this June.

This is a rare opportunity to have a global impact. 80,000 people from 131 countries
have already demanded action. AVAAZ's goal is to reach at least 100,000.

About AVAAZ:  Avaaz.org (Their name means "Voice" or "Song" in several languages
including Hindi, Urdu, Farsi, Nepalese, Dari, Turkish, and Bosnian) is a community of
global citizens who take action on the major issues facing the world today. Their aim is
to ensure that the views and values of the worldÕs people -- and not just political elites
and unaccountable corporations -- shape global decisions. As citizens without borders,
we might not have the resources of governments, corporations or the media, but
working together we can bring together millions of people around the world and make
global public opinion really count on major global issues like poverty, climate change,
human rights and global security.



YET AGAIN: THE THREAT OF OUTDOOR EDUCATION CENTRE CLOSURES

Ontario public school boards again find themselves in fiscal crisis and, yet again,
outdoor education centres are on to be severely cut / to be closed lists. The Ottawa
Carleton District School Board and Waterloo Region District School Board face budget
deficits of 27.5 and 5.2 million respectively. The boards have little choice but to consider
cutbacks to outdoor education, because of all the province-wide mandated teacher
salaries and programs that they must deliver É and the baffling fact that outdoor
education is still not considered as a key part of education for the future. In this regard,
key recommendations of the COEO Research Summary to the Ontario government
include the following:

• Recognition of OEE as a key learning methodology
• Teacher training for OEE in schoolyard and local park settings
• A minimum of 2 one-day and one 5-day OEE program for every elementary

student in the province.

DialogueÕs THEME ISSUE ON OUTDOOR EDUCATION

Dialogue is published once a year by Our Kids Publications Ltd. This magazine is
targeted at CanadaÕs independent educators and it focuses on one particular theme per
issue. The 2007 edition focuses on OEE and it features the following writers and topics:

• James Raffan ponders the possible resurrection of outdoor education.
• Dave Bird describes the lessons learned during wilderness expeditions.
• George Briggs considers the spiritual impact of experiences in nature.
• Ross Cloutier writes about how important both risk and risk management are.
• David Thompson extols the value of delivering core curriculum through outdoor

education.
• Eric Waters tells us about the Explore Program in West Vancouver.
• Gordon Phippen describes the Expedition Exploration journeys throughout

Canada that he has developed as a complement to the Montessori classroom.
• Grant Linney summarizes COEOÕs freshly minted Reconnecting Children.
• Jennifer Powles establishes a strong connection between physical education and

what outdoor education has to offer.
• Cheryl Phillips considers the impact of a school-wide outdoor education

orientation program at the beginning of each school year.
• Sarah Wiley looks at outdoor education and risk in light of the 2003 Strathcona-

Tweedsmuir avalanche tragedy.
• Christian Stapff celebrates the old adage, ÒGo outside and play.Ó
• Julia Drake investigates the connection between going outdoors and looking

inwards.
• Erin Farrow describes OEE programs for Mentor College/TEAM School.

The articles by James Raffan, David Thompson and Sarah Wiley may be viewed online.
Copies of this special outdoor education issue ($16,00 including shipping) may be

ordered online at: http://dialogue.ourkids.net/



ITÕS NOT EASY BEING GREEN:       A Practical Workshop for Outdoor Educators

When: Tuesday April 2, 2007 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Where: Sustainable Living Centre @ Kinark Outdoor Centre, Minden, ON
Cost: $40 per person (includes lunch)
Accommodation: $24 (includes continental breakfast)
To register, contact: Erin Derbyshire erin_derbyshire@bwdsb.on.ca        519-534-2767
For more info: Contact Erin Derbyshire, as per above

This workshop includes a tour of the Sustainable Living Centre, ideas re sustainable
programming from Jessica Lax, co-founder and co-director of Otesha (www.otesha.ca )
and sustainable building design from Alex Waters, the Manager of the Kortright Centre
for Conservation (www,kortright.org ).

CALL FOR PRESENTERS: OCA SPRING TRAINING CONFERENCE

The Ontario Camping Association is looking for session presenters for its annual Spring
Training Conference. This is the OCA's main training event for day and residential camp
counsellors and staff.  We are looking for several dynamic session leaders to speak on
environmental issues as they pertain to camp community settings, camp populations
and camp out-trips. This year's venue is the Fieldstone Day School in Toronto (Dufferin
& Lawrence area) and the conference is being held on Saturday May 12th. Sessions
are one hour in length morning or afternoon. 
For information about this conference, go to: http://www.ontariocamps.ca
Submit your workshop proposal to: stephen@ontariocamps.ca

OSEE (Ontario Society for Environmental Education) ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Saturday April 27 & Sunday April 29, 2007
Kawartha Outdoor Education Centre, Lakefield, Ontario
Conference theme "Be the change you want to be"

OSEE looks forward to welcoming all of you to discussions about environmental
education and how we can bring environmental issues to students. We are confident
that the issues raised and ideas generated will bring distinctive perspectives to our
understanding of our world and ourselves.
There are many conference activities planned to offer you a wide variety of
opportunities to learn, network, and share. In particular, we want to offer you help,
ideas, and materials to teach the new elementary and secondary curriculum, and to
provide inspiration and help for you to maintain a focus on environmental education and
environmental practices in your school or workplace. Whether you are new to the
education field, a seasoned teacher, or an environmental professional, we look forward
to meeting you and sharing your experiences. 
For more information, go to: http://www.osee.org
To register, contact: edthompson@osee.org  
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