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PATHWAYS NEW EDITOR

We are delighted to announce that COEO member Kathy Haras is taking on the editorship of
our flagship publication Pathways: The Ontario Journal of Outdoor Education.

Kathy has undergraduate degrees in Outdoor Recreation and Natural Science, both from
Lakehead University. She completed a Masters degree in outdoor pursuits (specializing in
administration) at Aurora University near Chicago. She went on to complete a PhD in adventure
program design at Texas A&M University in December 2003. She is particularly interested in
assessing program quality and effectiveness.

Kathy is also a practicing outdoor educator and enthusiast. She has worked at Adventureworks
since 1998. She personally enjoys rock climbing, canoeing, camping and wilderness tripping as
well as youth development through Ukrainian Scouting.

Welcome Kathy, and we look forward to your imprint upon this key COEOQO service!

P.S. The Winter issue of Pathways will be in the mail early next month.

RBG EVENT Thursday March 8, 2007 1p.m. to 5:30p.m.
Shades of Green: Exploring Biodiversity, Human Values and Urban Planning

You are invited to attend a special joint symposium presented by the University of Guelph and
Royal Botanical Gardens at the latter’s location in Burlington, Ontario.

Please join us for this unique opportunity to explore the inter-relationships between the
protection of natural areas, urban planning, rural/urban issues and human values; the complex,
exciting and vital issues behind such developments as the Ontario Greenbelt and the growth
and sustainability of urban communities and the creation of livable cities.

Three speakers at cutting edge of research in innovation, sustainability & urban design:

Green Infrastructure for Cities: the Spatial Dimension

John Ahern, Professor and Department Head, Department of Landscape

Architecture & Regional Planning, University of Massachusetts, Amherst

Ecology, Sustainability and Innovation

Dawn Bazely, Director of York University's Institute for Research and Innovation in Sustainability
Landscapes of Human Evolution

William Sullivan, Director, Environmental Council, University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign

Public: $25 (plus GST)

Students, Members of the Royal Botanical Gardens, Friends of the Arboretum at the University
of Guelph: $10 (plus GST)

Visit our website for more information, to download a pdf poster and to register on-line:
http://www.rbg.ca/greenspace/ Email: greenspace@rbg.ca

To register by phone, call 1 800 694 4769 ext. 270.




DOROTHY WALTER CELEBRATION

As reported in the January 28" issue of this newsletter, more than 300 people gathered last
month to celebrate Dorothy Walter’s remarkable contributions to a great breadth of interests and
causes. Long time COEO members will remember Dorothy’s mentorship of the Ontario Camp
Leadership at Bark Lake over many decades as well as her unflagging support for COEO in its
efforts to promote outdoor education throughout our province.

A key part of this celebration was the “Open Giving” of several personal effects from Dorothy’s
life. Outdoor educator, COEO & OCA member John Jorgenson wrote the following:

A Gift to you from DorothyOs Life

Open giving is an important practical and spiritual approach to daily life among many native
groups. For some, the give-away is formalized into an event to acknowledge special times in the
life of the individual and the community. It may take place at a time of naming, honouring,
recognition, funeral or other celebration. In some cases, the gifts are made or purchased; in
others, they are some belongings or personal effects of the individual. The act of giving away
material things shows respect and caring for others, while reminding the participants that
material objects are only secondary to one's spiritual life. In certain instances, items received
earlier in life by the individual find their way back into the community through a different person
or in a different context, thus strengthening the links already established within the individual's
life to the community at large.

Giving was deeply entrenched into the motivation and spirit of Dorothy's life. Today at this
celebration it is easy to find ourselves moved to thinking about giving. We can give thanks for
having known Dorothy - for her guidance, for her knowledge, for her friendship, for her
thoughtfulness. We can think about those many gifts, so freely given, that she generously laid
before us and so many others throughout her life. We can recognize that Dorothy’s life
demonstrated that true strength rests not in what we are able to own but what we are willing to
give away. We wonder how we might give further - money, service, action - in order to honour
her memory.

Through her example and within this very celebration, we can sense our part as a thread in a
wonderful community - a community within this room and beyond - that owes its existence to the
threads of an enormous and elegant tapestry. It is the tapestry of Dorothy's life.

In one further act of giving on this day of celebration, some items and personal effects from
Dorothy's life have been collected and laid out for you to view. Because it is difficult for any of us
to know what article or item might best characterize another's relationship with Dorothy, there is
no one here charged to administer this act of giving/receiving. Instead, we are each left to our
own counsel. If you see an item at the Gifting Tables that resonates with you and, if caring for
that item strengthens your further giving within the community at large, then please take it with
you when you leave here today.

In this way may we forge a link, and indeed become a link, between Dorothy Walter’s life and
the people in our various communities to whom we give.

May Dorothy's gift give to others - through you.

Anyone still wishing to contribute to a memorial tree to be planted on Toronto Island where
Dorothy grew up can still contact COEO member Sally Moore: info@sunnyrock.on.ca




THANK YOU, ANDREA!

Andrea Foster’s term as our Project Coordinator thanks to a Trillium Grant is over at the end of
this month. She has done an outstanding job for us, and you will learn more about all her work
in the near future.

THE COEO RESEARCH SUMMARY E A Document Whose Time Has Come

Thanks to funding from the Ontario Trillium Foundation, COEO is about to publish a landmark
document for outdoor and experiential education (OEE). Reconnecting Children Through
Outdoor Education is an 80-page work that summarizes a wide scope of international and
current research into the outcomes produced through utilizing OEE as a key learning
methodology. The document considers this research from the four different perspectives
articulated by COEO, namely, education for curriculum and community, wellbeing, character,
and environment. The results are concrete and compelling in all four areas. They are further
fleshed out with several “OEE in Action” descriptions of specific forms of outdoor already found
in some Canadian schools, as well as photos of students powerfully connecting with
themselves, others, and their natural surroundings through OEE. The document also includes a
description of exemplary government leadership in establishing OEE in other countries, and a
number of evidence-based recommendations for the Ontario government and Canadian
postgraduate schools to act upon.

We live at a time when

¥ there are concerns about providing school children with meaningful connections to their
local communities

¥ we worry about the alarming growth of childhood inactivity leading juvenile obesity and a
host of health problems

¥ we wish our schools to play an important role in character development

¥ we are fearful of allowing our kids to play outdoors unsupervised and yet we are
increasingly aware of the need for our children to have direct, hands-on contact with
their natural surroundings. American author Richard Louv describes this lack as “nature-
deficit disorder,” and it not only hurts our children but it is also a significant deterrent to
our kids becoming the environmentally concerned citizens that our future calls for.

Through its provision of direct, hands-on and safe experiences under the expert guidance of
trained outdoor educators, OEE can powerfully engage children and youth on multiple fronts
and in powerful and lasting ways. Among the many positive and lasting benefits cited in the
research summary, OEE
¥ relates curricula to real life and local situations, thus increasing one’s enthusiasm for
learning and connection to communities
¥ encourages our children to spend more active time outdoors with notable benefits in
terms of physical and psychological well being
¥ significantly develops one’s character both in terms of personal traits and social skills
¥ provides an indispensable direct contact with the natural environment, an essential step
towards developing the ecologically literate citizens we need in order to ensure a
healthy, fulfilling and sustainable future.
This document is co-authored by Andrea Foster and Grant Linney.
See the Ontario-only _order form on the next page. Order details for the rest of Canada, the
USA and other countries will be posted on the COEO web site shortly.
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COEO Member? (Yes/No) Membership #:

COEO Organizational Member (Specify organization)
(Up to 3 designated members of a COEO Organizational Membership may order at member rates.)

Name

Full Shipping Address

City/Town Province Postal Code

Evening Phone E-mail

Rates(include Ontario-only shipping) COEO Member Non-Member
1 copy $15.00 $20.00
3-9 copies $10.00 each $15.00 each
10 or more copies $ 8.00 each $12.00 each

Number of copies ordered @ member rate of = Total

Number of copies ordered @ non-member rate of = Total

COEOQ is unable to accept purchase orders or issue invoices. Receipts will be issued.
Payment may be made by cheque or money order payable to OCOEOO

Mail completed form along with payment to: COEO Research Summary
c/o 6 George St., Georgetown,
Ontario L7G 2K3



